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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims to be in the form as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An information carrier in the form of a disc provided with: 
a storage unit, 
an integrated circuit, and 

a first and a second coupling element for the transfer of data and energy between a 
base station and the integrated circuit , wherein the first and the second coupling elements 
cfimprig p a first and a gecond conductive layers within the disc. 

which first and second coupling element in the operational state axe each coupled 
to both the base station and the integrated circuit, 

and which coupling elements ore coupled contactlessly to the base station, while 
the first coupling element is coupled to the integrated circuit by capacitive coupling. 

Claim 2 (previously presented): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 1> characterized in 
that the first and the second coupling element are coupled to the base station by means of 
capacitive coupling. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 1, characterized in that 
the first and the second coupling element arc coupled to the base station by means of inductive 
coupling, for which purpose the first coupling element is at least partly spiraling in shape, and 
the second coupling element is in electrical contact with the first coupling elements. 

Claim 4 (previously presented): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 1* characterized in 
that the second coupling element is coupled to the integrated circuit by means of capacitive 
coupling. 

Clam 5 (currently amended): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 1, characterized in that 
th e i nforo atiegfrea FF i er ts-coBstructed-os a disc, and in that information stored in the storage unit 
is optically readable. 
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Claim 6 (previously presented): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 5, characterized in 
that the disc comprises: 

an information-carrying layer provided with the storage unit, 

a metal layer serving as one of the coupling elements, 

a protective layer of electrically insulating material, and 

a layer of electrically insulating material serving as (he other coupling clement, 
which layer is electrically insulated from the metal layer, 

wherein the integrated circuit is present between the metal layer and the layer of 
electrically insulating material. 

Claim 7 (previously presented): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 6, characterized in 
that: 

an inner, an intermediate, and an outer ring are present on the disc, which rings arc 

concentric, 

the metal layer is present in the intermediate and the outer ring, and 
the layer of electrically conductive material is present in the inner and die 
intermediate ring. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 5, characterized in that 
the disc comprises an inner ring and an outer ring of conductive material as the first and the 
second conductive layers , which inner ring is one of the coupling elements, while the outer ring 
is the other coupling element. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): An information carrier as claimed in Claim 6, characterized in that 
the electrically conductive material is provided in the form of a conductive ink. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): An apparatus comprising: 

a device for reading out information from the storage unit of an information 
carrier as claimed in Claim 2, and 

a base station with a first and a second capacitor plate for the transfer of data and 
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energy from and to the integrated circuit by means of which the capacitor plates of. the base 
station in the operational state k g£g coupled to the first and the second coupling clement by 
means of capacitive coupling. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): An apparatus as claimed in Claim 10, characterized in that 

the apparatus is suitable for use with the information carrier pg claim e d in Claim 

5t is constructed as a disc, and in that information stored in the storag e unit is optically readable. 

the information carrier is clamped in between a carrier body and a compression 

body in operational state. 

the first capacitor plate forms part of the carrier body and 
the second capacitor plate forms part of the compression body. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): An apparatus as claimed in Claim 10, characterized in that: 

the apparatus is provided with a first carrier body tor the information carrier as 
claim e d in Claim 5 - is constructed as a disc, and in that inform at ion stored in the storage unit is 
optically readable, 

the carrier body has an inner ring and an outer ring* which rings are concentric, 
the first capacitor plate lies inside the inner ring, and the second capacitor plate 
lies inside the outer ring. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A system of: 

an information carrier in the form of a disc provided with * an optically readable 
storage unit, an integrated circuit, and a first and a second coupling element, wherein the first 
and the second coupling elements comprise a first and a second conductive layer with in the disc, 
and 

an apparatus provided with a device for reading information from the storage unit 
of the information carrier, 

a base station with a first and a second capacitor plate for the transfer of data and 
energy from and to the integrated circuit of the information carrier, 

which first and second coupling element in the operational state are each coupled 
to both the base station and the integrated circuit, 
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wherein said coupling elements are coupled to the base station by means of 
capacitive coupling, and wherein the first coupling element is coupled to die integrated circuit by 
means of capacitive coupling. 

Claim 15 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 13, characterized in that the first and the second 
coupling element are coupled to the base station by means of capacitive coupling. 

Claim 1 6 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 1 3, characterized in that the first and the second 
coupling element are coupled to the base station by means of inductive coupling, for which 
purpose the first coupling element is at least partly spiraling in shape* and the second coupling 
element is in electrical contact with the first coupling elements. 

Claim 17 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 13, characterized in that the second coupling 
element is coupled to the integrated circuit by means of capacitive coupling. 

Claim 18 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 1 3, characterized in that the disc comprises: 
an information-carrying layer provided with the storage unit, 
a metal layer serving as one of the coupling elements, 
a protective layer of electrically insulating material, and 
a layer of electrically insulating material serving as the other coupling element, 

which layer is electrically insulated from the metal layer, 

wherein the integrated circuit is present between the metal layer and the layer of 

electrically insulating material. 

Claim 18 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 18, characterized in that: 

an inner, an intermediate, and an outer ring are present on the disc, which rings are 

concentric, 

the metal layer is present in the intermediate and the outer ring, and 
the layer of electrically conductive material is present in the inner and the 
intermediate ring. 

Serial No. 09/940,044 6 



PAGE 10/15* RCVD AT 2^1/2005 1 1 :29:22 PM [Eastern Standard Time] A SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 ^ CSID:5853819983 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-22 



FEB-ai-2005 11:26P FROMUames D. Leimbach, R 5853819983 



TO: 17038729306 



P:ll 



Claim 20 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 13, characterized in that the disc comprises an 
inner ring and an outer ring of conductive material as the first and the second conductive layers, 
which inner ring is one of the coupling elements, while the outer ring is the other coupling 
element 

Claim 21 (new): A system as claimed in Claim 17, characterized in lhat the electrically 
conductive material is provided in the form of a conductive ink. 
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